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George L. Hanna former Tippe-
canoe County prosecutor, today was
named by the three county judges to
the post of special prosecutor to in-
vestigate allegations of widespread
“coﬂ'llpﬂon in the criminal justice
system.”

He was named 1o the special post
when Prosecutor James Kizer re-
moved himself from the case, stat-
ing the investigation had to be done
zsomeone other than a public offi-

1.

Circuit Court Judge Warren B.
Thompson and Superior Court
Judges Robert F. Munro and Jack
A. King today sent a letter to In-
diana State Police Supt. Robert De-
Bard, notifying him of the appoint-
ment of a special prosecutor and
asking state police to “make a full
and complete investigation into the
allegations that have been made.”

Capt. James Kleiman of the state
police headquarters investigative di-
vision, will head the police in-
vestigation in Lafayette, DeBard
said today.

“‘We’ll be moving in very short-
ly,” DeBard said. “We'll’ assign oth-
er officers as necessary, some Iocal
some from other parts of the state.’

In the letter, the ]udges said they
offered the full assistance of the
special prosecutor and a grand jury
“in order that evidence will be gath-
ered and charges filed if your in-
vestigation should reveal that any
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“‘We have no specific lnfmum
to support or refute any of these al-
legations,” the judges said in the
letter. ““But it is our belief that the
interests of justice require that
these allegations be madeé the sub-
Ject of a full investigation by the In-
diana State Police with the assis-
tance of a special prosecutor for the
purpose of determining whether in-
dictments should be returned.”

Charges of corruption have been
leveled by some police officers and
fired chief deputy prooecnwr John
Dibble for the past 10 days. ldye
Dibble called for a special outs
investigation which he said “must in
my opinion be accompanied by ap-

pointment of a special prosec:

and the convenlu of a »oc al
grand jury.” Dibble has

specific cha and said tnhy
would “al " cooperate with
the special’ investigation and prose-
cutor.

Hanna, a Republican W
as prosecufor from 1950 to 1966, said
the -investigation will probably take
four wedks to te, after which
he will present the findings to a

nd

id all records of the ip~
vnunuon will be kept at the In-
diana State Police Post amd his of-
fices bly will be there.

W the investigation is com-
plete I shall ask the court to call
the grand jury to review the results
of the investigation and to deter-
mine whether or not indictments
should be returned,” Hanna said.
““This puts the fhul Mrnmmon
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' aide, James T. Smith, conccming

the reasons for his dismissal of

whose firing sparked the al-
legations of

Dibble has chlrged in-

zer to the court
- 2
- -dna;w public officials
sion which have not been

investigated or prosecuted,

that further allegations have
been publicly made that the said
attorney has been in-

fluenced in the conduct of his office

fluence was involved in bis @is-, .
missal, but Kizer has denied. those
m}u and had previously said he
vulcome a full and complete

Kizu‘ -ﬂ that because no individ-
uals have been named in allegations
of corruption, all elected officials
feel they are suspect.

“‘I think that because of the
sweeping accusations that have been
made all lhe public offictals in this

as to
should be bmughl e uu hands of
the citizens of this community.

“If the citizens of the grand jury
determine that prosecution should be
instituted,”* , “then |
shall prosecute to the full extent of
the law . . . There will be no .
bargaining on- any person indicted
as a resuit of this investigation.”

Hanna said he was calling a meet-
ing of all police agencies at 7 a.m.
Thursday to outline the procedufes
he will follow. He was expected to
be formally sworn in by the three
judges late this afternoon. The ac-
tion has been ynder consideration
for several days.

Kizer, a Democrat, today said he
requested an investightion as well as
@ special prosecutor after talking
with the judges, DeBard and an
aide in the office of Gov. Otis R.
Bowen.

the judges,
Iee! they nn holdln; their jobs un-

der a cloud,” Kizer said today. “At
this point,” he said, ‘‘the public

wants to know what thése allega-
tions are about and yow've got to
have someone who is ndt a public
official to serve as special prose-
cutor.”

A motion filed in court today by
the three judges and signed by Ki-

L "It further appears to ‘the court.
._h

1 the interests of justice require
that said allegatiofi§-be made the
subject of Fi!ee and grand. jury in-
vestiga

Lafayette Mayor James Riehle,
who has been criticized for not tak-
ing action himself, said he was
plea-dma with the action being taken
today.

““That’s fine,” Riehle said, “It
gets it (charges® of cerruption) into

the proper chiannels. The decision of
the judges to pther and receive the
testimony under oath is the way it
should be.”

Dibble said today he had no prior
knowledge of what the judges were
planning to do." He said he had not
released details of information he
says he has because ‘‘they’'re not
mine o thcy were given to me
in conf] . | can only ask: them

cm'ruptmn

to whm-ﬂ
th.. know."" =
Aa-ll rmpu.uph who

to identify
hv- been puh. “out “le-ilre
mediary for ﬂn group nid they
were afraid to tdnm!y themselves
because

they bad
He declined to elaborate:
Asked today if he had been
thrcq(omd D:hblr ua. "Nocqn-

1 but that
he, at this time, had no knowledge

“as 1o any criminal activity” in Tip-
pecanoe County.

The as yet unspecified salary for
the special pmecuur will come
from the fund.

“l ulﬂ;reciue the confidence

in

prosecutor here from 1954 to
1959. He also served as Lafayette
School Beard from 1969 to
1974, and is an assistant professor in
the Krannert School of Industria)
general




