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Third of six stories
(Bditor’'s Note: Jenny, a Latayeite woman, is in New York
for an abortion. Today: Her eperation is periormed.)
By JOHN NORBERG
Staff Writer

Jenny wondered if her child was a boy or a girl, but she
didn’t care'to wait nine months to find out.

And N
“I have control,” she said. “I have the right to say if the
baby can live, or should die.”
clinic, near New York City, Jenny would
enact that decision with a procedure called vacuum aspiration
or vacuum curettage.
‘This is the process of removing the fetus from the uterus
with suction.

‘Through the sixth or seventh week, the embryo in Jenny
had closely resembied a tadpole. -

But at 10 weeks, it had grown to about 2.5 inches, weigh-
Ing one ounce. It was developing Jimbs, ears, eyes, a nose and

Pregnant Women
IR Contlict

mouth. Its heart was beating. To hold it, Jenny’s uterus had
expanded to about the size of a large orange.

At this point, is formed, but immature. It's a
miniature model, but totally unable to survive outside the
mother’s environment. n

The earliest a child might live on its own is about 22
weeks. The odds against it are 10,000 to 1. At 27 weeks there is
reasonable expectation the child will be born alive and nor-
mal.
Since Jenny was getting her abortion during an early
stage of pregnancy (10 weeks), the procedure she would go
through was considered minor surgery—slightly more serious

tooth extraction.
Dressed in a white hospital gown with buttons up the back

and paper slippers, Jenny went to the opegating room—a doc-
tor’s office with an examination table. The vacuum aspira-
tion machine was in the corner.

“T felt from a small object,”
Jenny said. But that was all. It seemed to go very fast, and
the cervix has little

With increasingly wider metal rods called dilators, Dr.
Robert enlarged Jenny's cervix to allow insertion of surgical
instruments. She was not shaved.

in her uterus, and ofi the machine. There was a soft
noise like from a quiet motor.
“It was like a the stomach,” Jenny sald. “It

Jenny asked how big the “baby” was.
See JENNY UNDERGOES, Page A-1l
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Jenny Undergoes Abortion
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“I wanted to know,” she said. “1 wanted to know how big
:;hhumuuuummcmumm-n

ﬂhf:_'!lhby.”Dr. Robert said. “It was just matter,

The fetus that was inside Jenny was now Inside the glass
Jars. It had passed bit by bit through the tubes.

The nurse took Jenny to the recovery room where other
girls were aiready resting. She could have walked herself.

In the recovery afea she sat in a large, black, reclining
lounge chair. There was Coke and coffee, cookies and chicken
soup for the women who hadn't eaten all day. Earlier they all
had headaches. Now they feit fine.

“T feel wonderful,” Jenny said. “I'm not pregnant any-
more and that's wonderful. | feel 50 pounds lighter even
though I'm not.”” There was no pain.

Vacuum aspiration is generally done, through the 12th
week of . After this point the head has usually
grown to large to pass through the hose.

Other procedures are used during different terms of the
pregnancy and at other times for various reasons:

—Dilatation and Curettage (D and C): Generally done
through the 15th week of pregnancy (although some doctors
will not do abortion from the 13th to the 15th week). The

embryo and placenta is scraped loose and removed with for-
m—lmmm hypertonic saline, or “salting out:™
Generally done after the 15th week of pregnancy. A long
needle is inserted through the abdomen and uterine walls into
the amniotic cavity. Some of-the fluid is removed and re-
placed with a 20 per cent salt solution. Miscarriage occurs
within three to 48 hours.

s ( : Major
surgery in which the fetus is extracted through the abdomen

wall.

Two other methods of abortion are being experimented
with: The injection into the uterus or intravenously of
prostaglandins (na Jatty acids). They can also be taken
orally. The second is a mechanical method of washing the
fetus out of the uterus.

But the best method for early termination in use today is
still vacuum aspiration.

Jenny was in the operating room for 20 minutes. To her it
seemed like 10. She had wrestled with her pregnancy for 10
weeks, and in 20 minutes it was gone—but several hours of

end up screaming and crying and wanting that baby. That's
why [ was nervous on the way here. But, when he was done

.. nothing . . .
NEXT: Abortion for fun and profit.



